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ADOS-2; Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule
Your chance to get a recognised qualification  
in the diagnosis of Autism

Monday 4 – Friday 8 December / 09.00 – 17.00 / London
CIWEM Venue, 106-109 Saffron Hill, London  EC1N 8QS

The highly respected ACAMH ADOS-2 has been specially designed to provide a 
gold standard approach to training professionals in this interactive observation test, 
that is used as part of making an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnosis in both 
clinical and research settings. 

It encapsulates ACAMH’s commitment to delivering quality best practice relating 
to children’s mental health. Quality in terms of the trainers, the sessions, and the 
experience for the delegate.

£1,000
ACAMH members 

£1,070
Non-members 

(includes ACAMH 
membership)

“A welcoming 
atmosphere,  
conducive to  

learning.”
Lyndall, 

Psychiatrist

5-day  
course



Learning Outcomes
•    The course includes five different modules to cover the 

breadth of age ranges and ability, from children of 12 
months old up to adolescents and adults and also from 
nonverbal to fully fluent language.

•    Completion of the course and sign-off of the post course 
work, will give you research reliability and will qualify you to 
practice clinically. 

•    Once trained in the ADOS-2, candidates attending our 
course can also participate in the administration or scoring 
of the original ADOS with colleagues.

Who should attend?
Those with an interest in Autism including; Psychologists, 
Paediatricians, Psychiatrists, Speech-Language Therapists, 
Occupational Therapists, Researchers and Specialist Nurses, 
Teachers, Specialist Teachers and CAMHS professionals.

Dr Mark Lovell, ACAMH’s ADOS-2 Lead Trainer, explains about 
the course; “ACAMH’s ADOS-2 course is different to others in 
that it’s a gold standard which we are unwilling to compromise 
upon. The five-day course, similar to other providers, includes 
compulsory post-course submissions for research validity. However, 
the difference for ACAMH is that to be able to use it within clinical 
practice, we also require homework for that as well. Delegates are 
allowed multiple attempts, with feedback for future improvements. 
Delegates undertaking the course have an option for continued 
access to the trainers over their career to allow for long-term advice 
around ADOS and its administrations scoring.”

Dr Fiona Desira, Senior ACAMH ADOS-2 Trainer elaborates;  
“It’s a structured, observational assessment, and is the gold standard 
recommended internationally within the NICE guidelines. It’s 
recently updated, so it maps directly to DSM-5 and to ICD-10. The 
skills that you would learn on an ACAMH ADOS- 2 course will help 
with all structured observations for Autism Spectrum Disorder based 
symptomatology.” 

About the trainers
Dr Mark Lovell 
A dual trained Consultant Child and 
Adolescent Intellectual Disability 
Psychiatrist with a special interest in 
ASD and works for one of the UK’s 
largest mental health providers. He is 
an ADOS-2 trainer and also supervises 
the training of new ADOS-2 trainers. 
He is on the board of trustees for the 
Association for Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health and has current 
involvement with the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists and the Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health (MindEd 
and Disability Matters). 

He has been involved with the 
design of a NICE guidance compliant 
pathway for ASD diagnosis and has 
been part of 10 different multiagency/
multidisciplinary child and adolescent 
ASD diagnostic teams since 2003. He 
has had involvement in the design of 
the curriculum for CYP IAPT for LD 
and ASD.

Dr Fiona Desira
A Clinical Psychologist, who 
specialises in child and adolescent 
mental health, ASD and learning 
disabilities. With over 10 years 
experience in the NHS, Fiona is 
currently working in Dubai as 
Clinical Director of the Child Early 
Intervention Medical Center. 

She has established and led successful 
ASD diagnostic services. Fiona uses a 
variety of evidence-based assessment 
tools to complete comprehensive 
assessments of ASD based on UK 
best practice guidelines. Fiona is an 
Honorary Lecturer at the University 
of Teesside, UK, and Heriot-Watt 
University, Dubai. She conducts 
research into Autism and is an  
ADOS-2 trainer.



Networking
ACAMH conferences 
present a fantastic 
opportunity to 
network with your 
peers over lunch 
and coffee. Start 
networking before 
the event:

@acamh 

/acamh

/acamh

What previous attendees have said
Vaya is Child Psychiatrist, Lyndall a Psychiatrist, and Claire a 
Manager of Specialist Integrated Children’s Services.

Why did you attend the course?
Vaya: Working with autistic children, it’s important to renew my 
knowledge. I did the ADOS course ten years ago, but need to do 
it again to ensure I’m reliable, and learn new things.
Lyndall: It helps me to keep in touch with what’s being done in 
child and adolescent mental health, in a much bigger setting of 
research and clinical practice. 
Claire: We see increasing numbers of children coming through 
with possible autism and we’re concentrating a lot of resources 
around early intervention.

What was the key take away?
Vaya: Confidence. It gave me the breadth and knowledge to be 
able to undertake this part of my work. 
Lyndall: It’s important to learn to do it well and properly, to know 
exactly what’s required for the scoring, and for the accurate 
administration so that the scores at the end are meaningful.
Claire: I think it gives me a better understanding of the clients 
that we work with, and having that understanding of the 
language.

Could the course be run in a shorter time?
Vaya: I am very experienced but I still needed the 5 days. To do it 
in a shorter time runs the risk of cutting corners and missing out 
on elements.
Lyndall: I don’t think that would be ideal. To do it quickly, 
you’d be skimming and that the likelihood of the candidate 
remembering would be fairly small.
Claire: I suppose, but it depends if you want a quality course or 
not. I want to be the best that I can, and I think just ticking a box 
and saying ‘I’ve done all this theory’ doesn’t necessarily make it 
good or safe. 

What was your overall experience of the ACAMH delivery of 
the course?
Vaya: Both Mark and Fiona are excellent and experienced. It was 
a positive experience and I would recommend it.
Lyndall: A welcoming atmosphere, conducive to learning. It was 
fun and presented in a very open manner.
Claire: The trainers have been great, really approachable and 
hands-on. I come from a paediatrics
background not mental health, and was quite intimidated about 
attending beforehand, but was really reassured to see a broad mix 
of people here and I had no need to be concerned.



ADOS-2 COURSE

Closing date: 30 November 2017. Early application is advised. Confirmation will be mailed out to all delegates who enclose their fee/invoice order. 
If you have not received confirmation at least one week before the event please contact the Conference Department. Do not turn up on the day 
without having received confirmation.

Cancellation policy: cancellations received a month in advance of the event will be refunded in full less a £10
administration charge; cancellations received after this date will receive no refund. Data Protection Act:  
by signing this application, I agree to ACAMH keeping data about me for the administration of training courses  
and conferences. All data held by ACAMH is not revealed to any individual or organisation other than that required by statute.

A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered in England and Wales No.2990385 Registered Charity Number 1042760

www.acamh.org

T +44 (0)20 7403 7458
F +44 (0)20 7403 7081 

events@acamh.org

ACAMH Conferences
St Saviour’s House
39–41 Union Street
London SE1 1SD, UK

TO BOOK YOUR PLACE, PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO:

To read more about this
and future events visit  

www.acamh.org/events

REF: 787

Monday 4 – Friday 8 December / 09.00 – 17.00 / London
CIWEM Venue, 106-109 Saffron Hill, London EC1N 8QS

£1,000 ACAMH MEMBER

Cheque
I enclose a cheque made payable to ACAMH

Invoice payment
Invoice can only be issued on receipt of an official purchase order, clearly indicating purchase order 
number and paying body. Invoice requests without relevant documentation will be returned.

Name on card

For your own security please do not send any credit card details via email.

Card Payment EUROCARDMASTERCARD MAESTRO ELECTRON AMEXVISA

Card number

Expiry date CCV
(last three digits on back of card)

Billing address

Cardholder’s 
signature

Issue No
(if Maestro)

Date

£1,070 NON-MEMBER (includes ACAMH membership)

PAYMENT

Title

Dietary  
requirements

PROFESSOR

Organisation

DR MR MRS MS MISS

Job title

Name

PERSON ATTENDING

Title

Contact 
Number

Organisation

Job title

Name

PERSON MAKING THE BOOKING (IF DIFFERENT FROM PERSON ATTENDING)

Booking form

WORK HOMEAddress type

Address

Email

Postcode

Telephone

CONTACT DETAILS OF PERSON ATTENDING

X X X X X X

X

X X

X

X X X

X

X X X

X

X

ADOS-2; Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule 
Your chance to get a recognised  
qualification in the diagnosis of Autism

Limited car parking is available  
Fees include conference

materials, lunch and refreshments. 
Please note that ACAMH will be audio 

recording the speakers at this event.
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